Thanks a lot, dear Aya, for being interested in our book!

Hopefully there are not too much grammar faults. 

Please be so friendly and correct them.

Thank you and best wishes,

Alexandra

1) How the book about Sayragul came about?

On the website of German human rights organisation “Gesellschaft für bedrohte Völker” (GfbV) I read an short article about Sayragul Sauytbai. From that moment on I watched her trial in Kazakhstan. For a long time nobody knew whether she would be deported back to China, where she would have faced death penalty. 

It was clear that this woman possesses a unique knowledge. 
As she is the first Kazakh CCP civil servant to escape from the largest surveillance state worldwide; 
Second as the first teacher working in a concentration camp, she learned about the top-secret inner workings; 
Third as the first whistleblower, she had the courage to make a public statement about these experiences, inspite of constant threats by Beijing to finally silence her.

Hearing her story as soon as possible after she got free, I wanted to get in contact with her. 

2) Why did you think it was important to tell this story to the German audience?

Germany has gained intensive experience with fascism.  In contrast to Beijing, which covers up the bloody past under Mao, our students are taught to remember what misery a dictator like Hitler brought over the whole world.  
Since then in our country there is the well-known slogan "never again”, but in Xinjiang fascism and racism is repeating exactly in this  moment. 
The biggest internment since World War II is taking place there. 
It's estimated that there are about two to three million prisoners in concentration camps.

Nobody knows better than us Germans that fascism is like a deadly plague that spreads and endangers the whole world. We  must not forget our own history and we have to take responsibility, otherwise we are doomed to repeat the mistakes of our past.

So we are not allowed to turn our heads away from this genocide. 
 

How were you introduced to the subject of the repressions in Xinjiang? What were your personal experiences with this topic? 

In 2006 I wrote the biography of the well-known Uighur dissident Rebiya Kadeer, nominated several times for the Nobel Peace Prize.  Since then the situation of the Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other ethnic groups in Xinjiang has dramatically worsened.  

Before Rebiya Kadeer was ready to come to Germany for the interviews, someone tried to kill her in Washington DC. The tracks led the FBI to the Chinese embassy. This shows again that Beijings government fears nothing more than the truth. It is the job of us journalists to tell such stories,  to defend democracy and freedom. 

How your cooperation with Sayragul unfolded? What was the creative process?

Our interviews took place in Germany and Sweden. On the basis of these conversations I wrote the book. I got to know Sayragul Sauytbai as a very well educated academic, as a courageous mother and a trustworthy human rights activist.  However, her strong public appearance can hardly not hide her deep trauma. The camp made her ill. Again and again her terrible memories resurface and keep torture her. Nevertheless, she wants to tell her story to wake up people, to free the oppressed people in Xinjiang and to warn the world. 

What stroke you the most in Sayragul’s story?

I expected bad things, but this story has left me stunned. I was horrified when I understood the extent of this catastrophe. Children, grandparents, professors, artists or housewives are being chained, tortured with electric shocks and locked up like cattle in narrow cells. Raped girls are thrown into their cells like garbage. "Even crying is forbidden to them," Sayragul told me. These  atrocities happen under the leadership of one of the most modern states in the world.

Have you been in touch with other members of Muslim communities in Xinjiang who faced suppression and abuse and learned their stories?

Yes, I am. In fact numerous of documented testimonies about drug abuse, torture and brainwashing in concentration camps confirm each other.

Have you worked with other researchers that study the situation in Xinjiang? For instance, Adrian Zenz who recently released a report on the illegal birth control practices in the region in order to shrink Muslim population? 

Unfortunately not yet, but I have already read about his important studies.

The German version of Die Kronzeugin is already out. The English version will follow in May next year. Are you planning to have the book translated to Kazakh? Or Mandarin? Why?

Of course we hope that this book will be translated into many more languages.    Population of Kazakhstan have been hit hard by Beijing's brutal measures. Almost everyone there misses relatives in the camps in Xinjiang. The Chinese citizens themselves are of course also suffering under this system of authority and censorship, which robs them all their rights. Just like it is happening in Hong Kong.  
Our wish is that this deeply shocking report “Die Kronzeugin” will help to stop the unbelievable suffering of Uighurs, Kazakhs and other ethnic groups and will affect Bejings politics.

How was the book received by the German audience? 

It was anything but easy to find a publisher for this story. All the big publishing houses told me: "Who wants to read such a story? It won't sell."  Recently I found a small, independent, but courageous publisher. In August 2020 our book was on 33rd ((?)) place among the bestsellers in Germany. In Swiss place 8th. In Austria place 2nd, which is  a success. Yet  I do not understand why German media won`t take up this pressing topic even more. 

Have Chinese authorities ever tried to contact you? If so, for what reason and under what circumstances?  

A former German member of the Munich "Hans Seidl Foundation” wanted to invite me to present one of my books about “IS”. On phone he repeatedly tried to find out  what I know about the “WUC” and Rebiya Kadeer.  Afterwards I read that this man had been exposed as a Chinese spy. 

Even in our democracy one can already feel Bejings influence. For example a well-known German foundation has cancelled an already planned event with Sayragul and me. They were worried otherwise their employees in China would suffer from this. 

In the past I already received mails with pictures, where you see Kalaschnikoffs leaned on a wall. Among them a quote from the Koran that people like me should die. It was supposed to look as if Muslims threatened me, but one could see that this  this message came from Beijing. 

While I was working on the book, I often had Chinese numbers on my display. I only heard breathing or a machine voice saying goodbye.  

Who else than Chinese authorities would assign such strange jobs?

What is your personal opinion about the current situation in Xinjiang? 

The situation of the people in Xinjiang is so terrible that one can hardly stand to do nothing about it.  I'm currently looking for a publisher to write my next book about this subject. Again I've received some refusals, yet we cannot remain silent. There are still so many important stories we have to tell so that politicians, decision makers and business people will finally act. 

In your perception does the subject of repressions in Xinjiang receive enough attention from the international community and why? 

Even though the attention of the world is growing, it is not enough, because innocent peolpe still suffer in concentration camps.

Have a look for example at the Muslim community. They have more interest in making money with Beijing than in the suffering of their fellow people. 

With generous loans, Beijing is buying political favours and undermining our democracies. 

Of course it is easier to believe in good news like Bejings propaganda shows about so called “re-education camps”, where Muslims from East Turkestan learn Chinese, dance and laugh.  Still many people do not know about these crimes against humanity in Xinjiang. Others believe that business is more important than human rights, but that opens the doors to arbitrariness, corruption and violence...

Have you been approached with propositions to turn this book into a documentary or a fiction film?

Not yet, but of course that would be great! The first who made films about Sayragul Sautybai were the CCP employees themselves trying to ruin her reputation. Maybe they'll next  make a series about her as a terrorist and separatist? They did that with Ms Kadeer and other dissidents, too. 

You authored and co-authored several non-fiction books about strong female figures with extraordinary, difficult, tragic stories: Rebiya Kadeer, a famous Uyghur dissident, political activist, and the president of the World Uyghur Congress; Shirin, a woman that escaped ISIS; Svetlana Gannushkina, a Russian human rights defender, Leila, that spent 2 years in a concentration camp in Bosnia, now Sayragul Sauytbay. Is there a pattern? These stories find you or you find them?

Good question! Sometimes I wish someone else would write these stories. But I can't help it anyway. I feel like I have to write them myself. Once I started to learn about these special personalities and their fates, I can't rest until I finally start writing their stories down ... 

The story of Sayragul is a story of repression of Muslims in Xinjiang. The story of Jan Ilhan Kizilhan, who is a co-author and the protagonist of another book, is a story of repression exercised by Muslims on the Yazidi population in Turkey. You also addressed the subject of religious extremism in your book “The Psychology of ISIS”. Why these topics? Do you believe these subjects are somehow connected?

Yes, these issues are connected. "You can recognize the state of a culture by the way it treats minorities", is a well-known German saying. In my books I tell about exclusion of certain ethnic groups, about prejudice and greed for power. It's about how cruelty is created.  The mechanisms of violence are always similar. We find perpetrators and victims on all sides. Through such stories we should learn to become better humans and to form a world with more justice.  Beijing claims that the Muslims in East Turkestan are terrorists, though in reality the CCP and Beijings government are the source of these acts of terror themselve.  

